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The CONSTITUTION, &c. 


HERE AS the many tyrannical and Recital. 


oppreſſive uſurpations of the King and 
Parliament of Great-Britain, on the rights and 
liberties of the people of the American colonies, 
had reduced them to the neceſſity of introducing 
a government by Congreſſes and Committees, 
as temporary expedients, and to exiſt no longer 
than the grievances of the people ſhould remain 


without redreſs, | 


AND WHEREAS the Congreſs of the 
colony of New-York, did on the thirty-firſt day 


of May now laſt paſt, reſolve as follows, viz. 


« WHEREAS the preſent government of Act of 
this colony, by Congreſs and Committees, was Congreſs 


inſtituted while the tormer government, under 
the crown of Great-Britain, exiſted in full force, 
and was eſtabliſhed for the ſole purpoſe of op- 
poſing the uſurpation of the Britiſh Parliament, 
and was intended to expire on a reconciliation 
with Great-Britain, which, it was then appre- 
hended, would ſoon take place, but is now con- 
fidered as remote and uncertain, 


« AND WHEREAS many and great in- 
conveniences attend the ſaid mode of govern- 
ment by Congreſs and Committees, as of ne- 
ceſſity, in many inſtances, legiſlative, judicial, 
and executive powers have been veſted therein, 
eſpecially ſince the diſſolution of the former go- 
vernment by the abdication of the late Governor, 
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g and the excluſion of this colony from the pro- 
tection of the King of Great-Britain, 


« AND WHERE As the Continental 


Congreſs did reſolve as followeth, 10 wit, 
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* WHEREAS his Britannic Majeſty, in 
conjunction with the Lords and Commons of 
Great-Britain, has, by a late Act of Parlia- 
ment, excluded the inhabitants of theſe United 
Colonies from the protection of his crown.--- 
And whereas no anſwers whatever, to the hum- 
ble petition of the colonies for redreſs of griev- 
ances and reconciliation with Great-Britain, 
has been, or is likely to be given, but the whole 
force of that Kingdom, aided by foreign mer- 
cenaries, 1s to be exerted for the deſtruction of 


the good people of theſe Colonies.------ And 


whereas it appears abſolutely irreconcileable to 
reaſon and good conſcience, for the people of 
theſe colonies, xv to take the oaths and affirm- 
ations neceſſary for the ſupport of any govern- 
ment under the crown of Great-Britain ; and it 


is neceſſary that the exerciſe of every kind of 


authority under the ſaid crown ſhould be totally 


ſuppreſſed, and all the powers of government 


exerted under the authority of the people of the 
colonies, for the preſervation of internal peace, 
virtue and good order, as well as for the defence 
of our lives, liberties, and properties, againſt 
the hoſtile invaſions, and cruel depredations 
of our enemies. 

Therefore, RESOLVED, That it be re- 
commended to the reipective aſſemblies and 
conventions of the United Colonies, where no 
government ſufficient to the exigencies of their 


affairs has been hitherto eſtabliſned, I 
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s ſach government as ſhall, in the opinion of 
the repreſentatives of the people, beſt conduce 


« to the happineſs and ſafety of their conſtituents 
in particular, and America in general.“ 


« AND WHEREAS doubts have ariſen 
whether this Congreſs are inveſted with ſufficient 
power and authority to deliberate and determine . 
on ſo important a ſubject as the neceſlity of erect- 
ing and conſtituting a new form of government 
and internal police, to the excluſion of all foreign 
juriſdiction, dominion and controul whatever. — 

And whereas it appertains of right ſolely to 
the people of this colony to determine the ſaid 
doubts, Therefore | ; 


« RESOLVED, That it be recommended Recom- 

to the electors in the ſeveral counties in this co- e 
lony, by election in the manner and form pre- Nes 
3 W- 
ſcribed for the election of the preſent Congreſs, Vork, to 
either to authorize (in addition to the powers the electon 
| veſted in this Congreſs) their preſent deputies, or af that 

. | . _ So ſtate, to 
others in the ſtead of their preſent deputies, or ng 
either of them, to take into conſideration the ne- the propri 
ceſſity and propriety of inſtituting ſuch new go- ety of inſtis 
vernment as in and by the ſaid reſolution of the tuting a 
Continental Congreſs is deſcribed and recom- de 

. : of governs 

mended And it the majority of the counties, by ment.. 
their deputies in Provincial Congreſs, ſhall be off 
opinion that ſuch new government ought to be 
inſtituted and eſtabliſhed; then to inſtitute and 
eſtabliſh ſuch a government as they ſhall deem 
beſt calculated to ſecure the rights, liberties and 
happineſs of the good people of this colony; and 


ro continue in iorce until a future peace with 
Great-Britain ſhall render the ſame unneceſſary. 
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Time and . RESOLVED, That the ſaid elections in 


place for 
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electin 
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impower'd 


for the 


the ſeveral counties, ought to be had on ſuch 


day and at ſuch place or places, as by the Com- j 
mittee of each county reſpectively ſhall be deter- 7 


 mined.-------And it is recommended to the ſaid 

Committees, to fix ſuch early days for the ſaid 
elections, as that all the deputies to be elected, 
have ſufficient time to repair to the city of New- 
York by the ſecond Monday in July next; on 
which day all the ſaid deputies ought punctually 
to give their attendance, -< 5 


C AND WHEREAS the object of the 
aforegoing reſolutions is of the utmoſt importance 
to the good people of this colony, 


« RESOLVED, That it be, and it is 


hereby earneſtly recommended to the Commit- 


tees, freeholders, and other electors in the dif- 
ferent counties in this colony, diligently to 
carry the ſame into execution.“ 


The Co- AND WHEREAS the good people of 
Pu of the ſaid colony, in purſuance of the ſaid reſolu- 

tion, and repoſing ſpecial truſt and confidence in 
the members of this Convention, have appointed, 


purpoſes of authorized and empowered them for the pur- 


inſtituting 
|| govern- 
nent. 


ſes, and in the manner, and with the powers 


in and by the ſaid reſolve ſpecified, declared and 


mentioned. 


AND WHEREAS the delegates of the 


United American States, in general Congreſs 
convened, did on the fourth day of July now 
laſt paſt, ſolemnly publiſh and declare, in the 
words following, viz. | 
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rights, that among theſe are life, liberty and the 
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« WHEN in the courſe of human events, The de- 
it becomes neceſſary for one people to diſſolve — | 
the political bands which have connected them endance 
with another, and to aſſume among the powers of the 
of the earth, the ſeparate and equal ſtation to United 
which the laws of nature and of nature's God — * 
entitle them, a decent reſpect to the opinions of les. 
mankind requires that they ſhould declare the 


cauſes which impel them to the ſeparation. 


« We hold theſe truths to be ſelf-evident, Principles 
that all men are created equal, that they are en- of liberty 
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 


purſuit of happineſs. That to ſecure theſe rights, 
governments are inſtituted among men, deriving 
their juſt powers from the conſent of the go- 
verned, that whenever any form of government 
becomes deſtructive of theſe ends, it is the right 


of the people to alter or to aboliſh it, and to in- 
{tirute new government, laying its foundation on 


ſuch principles, and organizing its powers in ſuch 
form, as to them ſhall ſeem moſt likely to effect 
their ſafety and happineſs. Prudence indeed will 
dictate, that governments long eſtabliſhed ſhould 
not be changed for light and tranſient cauſes, and 
accordingly all experience hath ſhewn, that man- 
kind are more diſpoſed to ſuffer, while evils are 


ſufferable, than to right themſelves by aboliſhing 


the forms to which they are accuſtomed. But 
when a long train of abuſes and uſurpations pur- 
ſuing invariably the ſame object, evinces a deſign 
to reduce them under abſolute deſpotiſm, it is 
their right, it is their duty, to throw off ſuch 
government, and to provide new guards for 
their future ſecurity. Such has been the patient 
ſufferance of the colonies; and ſuch is now the 
| neceſſity 
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neceſſity which conſtrains them to alter their 
former ſyſtem of government. The hiſtory of 


the preſent King of Great-Britain, is a hiſtory 
of repeated injuries and uſurpations, all havin 


in direct object, the eſtabliſhment of an abſolute 
tyranny over theſe States. To prove this, let 


facts be ſubmitted to a candid world. 


He has refuſed his aſſent to laws, the moſt 
wholeſome and neceſſary for the public good. 


He has forbidden his Governors to paſs 
laws of immediate and preſſing importance, un- 
leſs ſuſpended in their operation till his aſſent 


ſhould be obtained; and when ſo ſuſpended, he 
has utterly neglected to attend to them. | 

He has refuſed to paſs other laws for the 
accommodation of large diſtricts of people, un- 


leſs thoſe people would relinquiſh the right of 


repreſentation in the legiſlature ;-'a right ineſt1- 


mable to them, and formidable to tyrants only. 


He has called together legiflative bodies at 
places unuſual, uncomfortable, and diſtant from 


the depoſitory of their public records, for the 
ſole purpoſe of fatiguing them into compliance 
with his meaſures. = | 
He has diſſolved repreſentative Houſes re- 
peatedly, for oppoſing with manly firmneſs his 
invaſions on the rights of the people. | 
Hie has refuſed for a long time, after ſuch 
diſſolutions, to cauſe others to be elected; where- 
by the legiſlative powers, incapable of annihi- 


lation, have returned to the people at large, for 


their exerciſe; the State remaining Mi the mean 
time expoſed to all the dangers of invaſion from 
without, and convulſions within. : 
„He has endeavoured to prevent the popu- 
lation of theſe States; for that purpoſe obſtruct- 
ing 
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ing the laws for naturalization of foreigners; re- 
fuſing to paſs others to encourage their migra- 
tions hither, and raiſing the conditions of new 


appropriations of lands. 7 
«© He has obſtructed the adminiſtration of 


juſtice, by refuſing his aſſent to laws for eſtabliſh- 


ing judiciary powers. 


þ 4 — He has made judges dependant on his will 
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the 


amount and payment of their ſalaries. 8 


«© He has erected a multitude of new offic 


and ſent hither ſwarms of officers to harraſs ou? 


people, and eat out their ſubſtance. | 
He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
ſtanding armies, without the conſent of our le- 
giſlatures. 


He has affected to render the military inde- 
pendant of, and ſuperior to, the civil power. 


He has combined with others to ſubject us 


to a juriſdiction foreign to our conſtitution, and 
unacknovwledged by our laws; giving his aſſent 
co their acts of pretended legiſlation, 

For quartering large bodies of troops a- 
mong us: 


For protecting them, by a mock trial, from 


puniſhment for any murders which they ſhould 


commit on the inhabitants of theſe States: 
For cutting off our trade with all parts of 
the world. | 
For impoling taxes on us without our con- 
ſent: - | | 
“For depriving us, in many caſes, of the 


benefits of trial by jury: 


For tranſporting us beyond ſeas to be tried 
for. pretended offences: 
* For aboliſhing the free ſyſtem of Engliſh 
laws in a neighbouring province, eſtabliſhing 
B therein 
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therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging 
its boundaries, ſo as to render it at once an ex- 
ample and fit inſtrument for introducing the 
ſame abſolute rule into theſe Colonies : | 
For taking away our Charters, aboliſhin 
our moſt valuable laws, and altering funda- 
mentally the forms of our governments: 

i For ſuipending our own legiſlatures, and 
declaring themſelves inveſted with power to le- 
giſlate for us in all caſes whatſoever. 

* He has abdicated government here, by de- 
claring us out of his protection, and waging war 
againſt us. | 

He has plundered our ſeas, ravaged our 
coaſts, burnt our towns, and deſtroyed the lives 
of our people. | 

« He is, at this time, tranſporting large ar- 
mies of foreign mercenaries to compleat the 
works of death, deſolation and tyranny, already 
begun with circumſtances of cruelty and perfidy, 
ſcarcely paralleled in the moſt barbarous ages, 
and totally unworthy the head of a civilized 
nation. | | 

«© He has conſtrained our fellow citizens, 
taken captive on the high ſeas, to bear arms 
againſt their country, to become the executioners 
of their friends and brethren, or to tall them- 
ſelves by their hands. | 

c He has excited domeſtic inſurrections a- 
mong us, and has endeavoured to bring on the 
inhabitants of our frontiers, the mercileſs Indian 
ſavages, whoſe known rule of warfare is an un- 
diſtinguiſhed deſtruction of all ages, ſcxcs and 
conditions. 


« Inevery ſtage of theſe oppreſſions we have 
petitioned for redreſs in the moſt humble terms: 
* 5 Our 


a 


* 


Our repeated petitions have been anſwered only 
by repeated injury. A Prince, whole character 
is thus marked by every act which may define a 
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 


« Nor have we been wanting in attentions to 


our Britiſh brethren. We have warned them, Concilia- 


from time to time, of attempts by their legiſlature 
to extend an unwarrantable juriſdiction over us. 


We have reminded them of the circumſtances of à ſepara- 
our emigration and ſettlement here. We have tion. 


appealed to their native juſtice and magnanimity, 
and we have conjured them, by the ties of our 
common kindred, to diſavow theſe uſurpations, 
which would inevitably interrupt our connection 
and correſpondence. They too have been deaf to 
the voice of juſtice and of conſanguinity. We 
muſt, therefore, acquieſce in the neceſſity which 
denounces our ſeparation, and hold them as we 
hold the reſt of mankind, enemies in war; in 
peace, friends. 


6 We, therefore, the Repreſentatives of the The de- 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, claration. 


in GENERAL CoxoRRESS aſſembled, appealing to 
the Supreme Judgeof the world, for the rectitude 
of our intentions, do, in the name and by the au- 
thority of the good people of theſe colonies, ſo- 
temnly publiſh and declare, That theſe United 
Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FRRRE AND 
InDzPENDANT STATES; that they are abſolved 


from all allegiance to the Britiſh. crown, and 


that all political connection, between them and 
the State of Great-Britain, is and ought to be 
totally diſſolved; and that as FREE AND IND E- 
PENDANT Srarzs, they have full power to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, eſtabliſh 
B 2 commerce, 
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commerce, and to do all other acts and things, PD 
which IxpzpexpanT STATES may of right do. pr 
And for the ſupport of this declaration, with a or 
firm reliance on the protection of Divine Provi- de 
dence, we mutually pledge to each other our * 
lives, our fortunes, and our ſacred honour.“ I 


There AND WHEREAS this Convention hav. 
Adeclara. ing taken this declaration into their moſt ſerious 
tion ap- Conſideration, did, on the ninth day of July laſt 
proved by paſt, unanimouſly reſolve that the reaſons aſſigned 
ql | =p by the Continental Congreſs, for declaring the 
. United Colonies free and independant States, are 
cogent and concluſive: And that while we lament 
the cruel neceſſity which has rendered that mea- 
ſure unavoidable, we approve the ſame, and will 
at the riſque of our lives and fortunes, join the 
other Colonies in ſupporting it. 


The power By virtue of which ſeveral acts, declarations 
ofConven- and proceedings mentioned and contained in the 
+a wg afore-recited reſolves or reſolutions of the Gene- 
govern» ral Congreſs of the United American States, and 
ment. of the Congreſſes or Conventions of this State, 
all power whatever therein hath reverted to the 
people thereof, and this Convention hath by their 
ſuffrages and free choice, been appointed, and 
among other things, authorized to inſtitute and 
eſtabliſh ſuch a government, as they ſhall deem 
beſt calculated to ſecure the rights and liberties 
of the good people of this State, moſt conducive 
to the happineſs and ſafety of their conſtituents 


in particular, and of America in general. 


No autho- I. This Convention therefore, in the name 

ity to be and by the authority of the good people of this 
xerciſed, 

State, doth ORDA IN, DE TERMIN - op 

| DE- 


ſt 


1 derived from and granted by them. : 


name and by the authority of the good people of legiſlative 
this State, OR DA IN, DETERMINE and veſted in a 
ZDECLARE, that the ſupreme legiſlative Senate and 
power, within this State, ſhall be veſted in two Aſſembly. 
'# ſeparate and diſtinct bodies of men; the one to | 
be called the Aſſembly of the State of New-York ; 

the other to be called the Senate of the State of 

'Z New-York; who together ſhall form the legiſla- 

ture, and meet once at leaſt in every year for the 


4 | rity of them, that the ſaid bill ſhould become a 


F149. I 


ö | DECLARE, that no authority ſhall, on any but ſuch as 
T pretence whatever, be exerciſed over the people ſhall be 
or members of this State, but ſuch as ſhall be granted by 


the people. 


II. This Convention doth further, in the Supreme 


power - 


diſpatch of buſineſs, 
Il. AND WHEREAS, Lawsinconſiſt- 


2; ent with the ſpirit of this conſtitution, or with the 


public good, may be haſtily and unadviſedly ; 
paſſed; BE I T ORDAINED, that the Go- A council 


vernor for the time being, the Chancellor and the of reviſion 


; to conſider 
Judges of the Supreme Court, or any two of bill, ure 


them, together with the Governor, ſhall be, and they ſhall 
hereby are, conſtituted a Council to reviſe all bills be paſſed 
about to be paſſed into laws by the legiſlature, into laws, 
And for that purpoſe ſhall aſſemble themſelves, | 
from time to time, when the legiſlature ſhall be 

= convened; for which nevertheleſs, they ſhall not 
receive any ſalary or conſideration, under an | 
4 eee whatever. And that all bills, which Their of. 


ave paſſed the Senate and Aſſembly, ſhall, be- fice defined 


fore they become laws, be preſented to the ſaid 
4 Council for their reviſal and conſideration; and 
it upon ſuch reviſion and conſideration, it ſhould 


appear improper to the ſaid Council, or a majo- 


3 law 


. law of this State, that they return the ſame, to- 
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gether with their objections thereto, in writing, 
to the Senate, or Houſe of Aſſembly, in which- 
ſoever the ſame ſhall have originated, who ſhall 
enter the obhjections ſent down by the Council, at 


1.118 large, in their minutes, and proceed to re-con- 


ſider the ſaid bill. But if after ſuch re-confidera- 
tion, two thirds of the ſaid Senate or Houſe of 
Aſſembly, ſhall, notwithſtanding the ſaid ob- 


with the objections, be ſent to the other branch 


i 4 of the legiſlature, where it ſhall alſo be re-con- 


1 
13 jections, agree to paſs the ſame, it ſhall, together 
1 
X 
Wi ſidered, and if approved by two thirds of the 


| members preſent, ſhall be a law, 


1 And in order to prevent any unneceſſary delays, 


Bill not BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that 


returned if any bill ſhall not be returned by the Council, 
by Council 


. within ten days after it ſhall have been pre- 
lature ſhall, by their adjournment, render a re- 
turn of the ſaid bill within ten days impracti- 
cable; in which caſe the bill ſhall be returned on 
the firſt day of the meeting of the legiſlature, 
after the expiration of the ſaid ten days. 


2 


_ x. 


The Af IV. That the Aſſembly ſhall conſiſt of at leaſt 
embly to ſeventy members, to be annually choſen in the 
| :onfilt of ſeveral counties in the proportions following, viz, 


jf .eventy 

baba For the city and county of New-York, nine; 

imong the The city and county of Albany, ten; 

Fend The county of Dutcheſs, ſeven; 
_ The county of Weſt-Cheſter, ſix; 
0 The county of Ulſter, | ix; 
| The county of Suffolk, five; 

| 1 The county of Queens, four; 


For 


„ — 


tobe a law. ſented, the ſame ſhall be a law, unleſs the legiſ- 
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ſentatives in Aſſembly from the ſaid counties, 15}: 


1s 
A 
8 
82 * 
4 

. 


{i 
4 
£ 
uy 


I 4 3 


For the county of Orange, four; 
The county ot Kings, 6 two; 

The county of Richmond, two; 

The county of Tryon, ſix; 

The county of Charlotte, four; 

The county of Cumberland, three; 

The county of Glouceſter, two. 


V. That as ſoon after the expiration of ſeven Aſter 7 
years, ſubſequent to the termination of the pre- years 
ſent war as may be, a Cenſus of the electors and 185 was i 
. . o . 5 3 
inhabitants in this State be taken, under the di- Cenſus to 


rection of the legiſlature. And if on ſuch Cen- be taken, 
2 ſus, it ſhall appear, that the number of repre- and the re- 


. preſenta- 
. 6 tion regu- 
not juſtly proportioned to the number of electors lated ac- 


in the ſaid counties reſpectively, that the legiſſa- cordingly. 
ture do adjuſt and apportion the ſame by that 
rule. And further, that once in every ſeven For the 


years, after the taking of the ſaid firſt Cenſus, like pur- 


. poſe, a 
a juſt account of the electors reſident in each Centua 


county ſhall be taken; and if it ſhall thereupon he taken 
appear, that the number of electors in any county, every 7 


hall have encreaſed or diminiſhed one or more Vears 


ſeventieth parts of the whole number of electors, — 


which on the ſaid firſt Cenſus ſhall be found in 


this State, the number of repreſentatives for ſuch 
county ſhall be encreaſed or diminiſhed accord- 
ingly, that is to ſay, one repreſentative for every 
ſeventieth part as aforeſaid. : 


VI. AND WHEREAS, an opinion hath 


long prevailed among divers of the good people 
of this State, that voting at elections by Ballot, 
4 would tend more to preſerve the liberty and equal 


freedom of the people, than voting viva voce. 


To the end therefore, that a fair experiment be 


made, 
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made, which of thoſe two fr | hod 
to be preferred: ms v4 


All ele. BE IT ORDAINED, that as ſoon as may 


ons after be, after the termination of the preſent war, be- * 


framing the ſaid act or acts, certain inconveni- 


be found to attend the ſaid mode of electing by 
Ballot : 


Butmaybe IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED, that 
aboliſhed if after a full and fair experiment ſhall be made 


encies and miſchiefs, unforeſeen at this day, may 0 


14 ' ht 
mi 
*S 


the ter- tween the United States of America and Great- t 
mination " . Þ 

of the war, Britain, an act, or acts be paſſed by the legiſa- ker 

d be by ture of this State, for cauſing all elections there- for 

Ballot. after to be held in this State, for Senators and tas 

Repreſentatives in aſſembly, to be by Ballot, and pe 

directing the manner in which the ſame ſhall be ba 

conducted. AND WHEREAS, it is poſi- . 

ble, that after all the care of the legiſlature, in = 


5 of voting by Ballot aforeſaid, the ſame ſhall be off 
two thirds found leſs conducive to the ſafety or intereſt of | 3 


af each the State, than the method of voting viva voce, 


houſe con- jt {hall be lawful and conſtitutional for the legiſ- 


curring. 


made viva voce. 


lature to aboliſh the ſame; provided two thirds | 
of the members preſent in each Houſe, reſpec- 
tively ſhall concur therein: And further, that, 3} 
during the continuance of the preſent war, and 
until the legiſlature of this State ſhall provide 
: for the election of Senators and Repreſentatives # 


in aſſembly by Ballot, the ſaid elections ſhail be 
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Qvalifea- VII. That every male inhabitant of full age, 9 ED 
tion of * who ſhall have perſonally reſided within one of rn: 
— the counties of this State, for ſix months imme- 91 
repreſent- . f | : 1 ar 

atives in diately preceding the day of election, thall, a = "© 


aſſembly. ſuch 


[ J 


ſuch election, be entitled to vote for repreſenta- 
tives of the ſaid county in aſſembly; if during 
the time aforeſaid; he ſhall have been a Free- 
holder, poſſeſſing a Freehold of the value of 
twenty pounds, within the ſaid county, or have 
& rented a tenement therein of the yearly value of 
® forty ſhillings, and been rated and actually paid 
taxes to this State: Provided always, that every 
7 perſon who now is a freeman of the city of Al- 
X bany, or who was made a freeman of the city of 
Z New-York, on or before the fourteenth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thouſand 
® ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, and ſhall be 


actually and uſually reſident in the ſaid cities re- 


Y ſpectively, ſhall be entitled to vote for Repreſenta- 
tives in aſſembly within his ſaid place of reſidence, 


VIII. That every elector, before he is ad- To take 


A mitted to vote, ſhall, if required by.the returning! 
officer or either of the inſpectors, take an oath, 
or if of the people called Quakers, an affirma- 


tion, of allegiance to the State. 


he oath of 


if required. 


IX. That the aſſembly thus conſtituted mall Privileges 


chuſe their own Speaker, be judges of their own 
members, and enjoy the {ame privileges and pro- 
ceed in doing bulineſs, in like manner as the 
aſſemblies of the colony of New-York of right 
formerly did; and that a majority of the {aid 
members ſhall, from time to time, conſtitute a 
Houſe to proceed upon buſineſs, 


EX. And this Convention doth further, in the Senate ti 
name and by the authority of the good people of confilt of 
chis State, ORDAIN, DETER MINE ang 74 mem 


4 D ELCLARE, that the Senate of the State of 
eu York ſhall conſiſt of twenty-four treehold- 
'S ers, 


bers. 
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made, which of thoſe two methods of voting s 


to be preferred: 


All eleti- BE IT ORDAINED, that as ſoon as may 


ons after be, after the termination of the preſent war, be- 


the ter- > n 
een the United States of America and Great- 


of the war, Britain, an act, or acts be paſſed by the legiſla- 
to be by ture of this State, for cauſing all elections there- 
Ballot. after to be held in this State, for Senators and 


Repreſentatives in aſſembly, to be by Ballot, and 
directing the manner in which the ſame ſhall be 
conducted. AND WHEREAS, it is poſti- 


ble, that after all the care of the legiſlature, in 
framing the ſaid act or acts, certain inconveni- 
encies and miſchiefs, unforeſeen at this day, may 


be found to attend the ſaid mode of electing by 
Ballot: 


But may be IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED, that 


aboliſhed jf after a full and fair experiment ſhall be made 


5 of voting by Ballot aforeſaid, the ſame ſhall be 


Currin g. 


made viva voce. | 


Qualific-- VII. That every male inhabitant of full age, 7 
tion of e- who ſhall have perſonally reſided within one of 


leQors for f 1 
imme⸗ 
repreſent- the COUNTIES of this State, for ſix months 3 


atives in diately preceding the day of election, ſhall, at 


aſſembly, ſuch 


7 
'| ? 


7 
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two thirds found leſs conducive to the ſafety or intereſt of 
af each the State, than the method of voting viva voce, 
| Houle con- it ſhall be lawful and conſtitutional for the legiſ- 
lature to aboliſh the ſame; provided two thirds Þ 
of the members preſent in each Houſe, reſpec- % 
tively ſhall concur therein: And further, that, 
during the continuance of the preſent war, and 
until the legiſlature of this State ſhall provide 
for the election of Senators and Repreſentatives 


in aſſembly by Ballot, the ſaid elections ſhail be 1 
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6? & Lich election, be entitled to vote for repreſenta- 
tives of the ſaid county in aſſembly; if during 
the time aforeſaid, he ſhall have been a Free- 
holder, poſſeſſing a Freehold of the value of 
twenty pounds, within the ſaid county, or have 
# rented a tenement therein of the yearly value of 
* forty ſhillings, and been rated and actually paid 
taxes to this State: Provided always, that every 
7 perſon who now is a freeman of the city of Al- 
X bany, or who was made a freeman of the city of 
Z New-York, on or before the fourteenth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thouſand 
= ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, and ſhall be 
actually and uſually reſident in the ſaid cities re- 
ſpectively, ſhall be entitled to vote forRepreſenta- 
tives in aſſembly within his ſaid place of reſidence, 


W VIII. That every elector, before he is ad- To take 
de A mitted to vote, ſhall, if required by.the returning the oath of 
be officer or either of the inſpectors, take an oath, iure 
of or if of the people called Quakers, an affirma- — 
tion, of allegiance to the State. 


IX. That the aſſembly thus conſtituted ſhall Privileges 
chuſe their own Speaker, be judges of their own ef the aſ- 


C- 10 I - - a 
at, members, and enjoy the lame privileges and pro- a. 
nd ceed in doing bulineſs, in like manner as the 

de aſſemblies of the colony of New-York of right 


formerly did; and that a majority of the {aid 
members ſhall, from time to time, conſtitute a 
Houſe to proceed upon bulineſs. | 


X. And this Convention doth further, in the Senate to 
name and by the authority of the good people of conſiſt of 
his State, ORDAIN, DETERMINE and 24 mem- 


bers, 


DE C LARE, that the Senate of the State of 
Yew. York ſhall conſiſt of twenty-four treehold- 
C bs 
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Ho to be ers, to be choſen out of the body of the free- 8h 
„ choſen. holders, and that they be choſen by the free- ju 
is holders of this State, poſſeſſed of freeholds of the M th 
value of one hundred pounds, over and above Wm 
all debts charged thereon. | | Jas 


To ug 4 4 XI, That the members of the Senate be ele&- 1h 
ide into ed for four years, and immediately after the firſt vw 

. claſſes; election, they be divided by. lot into four claſſes 1 EC 
ſeats to be ſix in each claſs, and numbered one, two, three Mac 
vacated, 10 and four; that the ſeats of the members of the IF of 
n claſs ſhall be vacated at the expiration of Hof 
hall be an- the firſt year, the ſecond claſs the ſecond year, WM n« 
; nually and fo on continually, to the end that the fourth ce 
* Choſen. part of the Senate, as nearly as poſſible, may il 


be annually choſen. it, 


Manner of XII. That the election of Senators ſhall be le, 


electing er this manner; that ſo much of this State as ad 
Senators. k | . 3 - * th 
is now parcelled into counties, be divided into 


four great diſtricts; the ſouthern diſtrict to com- ©" 
rehend the city and county of New-York, Sut- 

folk, Weitcheſter, Kings, Queens and Richmond 

counties; the middle diſtrict to comprehend the th 


counties of Dutcheſs, Uliter and Orange; tie Pl. 
weſtern diſtrict the city and county of Albany, i An 
and Tryon county; and the eaſtern diſtrict, the ſh; 
counties of Charlotte, Cumberland and Glou- if T'E 
ceſter. That the Senators ſhall be elected by St 
the frecholders of the ſaid diſtricts, qualified as the 
aforeſaid, in the proportions following, 2% ., _ 
in the ſouthern diſtrict nine, in the middle dif- f 
trict fix, in the weſtern diſtrict fix, and in the ſh⸗ 
Cenſus to eaſtern diſtrict three. And BE IT ORDAIN- F - 
| 


be taken to E PD, that a Cenſus ſhall be taken as ſoon as may 


1 Irat! ars from the 
ee eee after the expiration of ſeven years f 4 


tors to the termination of the preſent war, under the d- 


0 diſtricts. rection 
1 ö 1 ö 


5 


rection of the legiſlature: And if on ſuch Cenſus it 
free- ſhall appear, that the number of Senators is not 
ree- juſtly proportioned to the ſeveral diſtricts, that 
the the legiſlature adjuſt the proportion as 121 1. An ad 
ove may be, to the number of freeholders qualified „nal Sena. 
as aforeſaid, in each diſtrict. That when the tor to be 

WF number of electors, within any of the ſaid diſtricts, choſen, 
ect. hall have increaſed one twenty. fourth part of the ng 2 — 
firſt hole number of electors, which, by the ſaid 11 creaſe 
es, Cenſus, ſhall be found to be in this State, an 1-24 of 
iree additional Senator ſhall be choſen by the electors the State. 
the of ſuch diſtrict. That a majority of the number Majority 
1 of of Senators to be choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall be 2 
ear, neceſſary to conſtitute a Senate, ſufficient to pro- nate. 
irth ceed upon buſineſs, and that the Senate ſhall in 


like manner with the aſſembly, be the judges of 


nay 8 ? 
4 its own members. And BE IT OR DA IN- Power to 
E, that it ſhall be in the power of the future 12 
be FF legiſlatures of this State, for the convenience and ties an q 


as advantage of the good people thereof, to divide diſtricts. 
nto the ſame into ſuch further and other counties 
mand diſtricts, as ſhall to them appear neceſſary. 


nd XIII. And this Convention doth further, in No mem- 
the the name and by the authority of the good peo- e be 
the pleof this State, OR DA IN, DETERMINE chiſed but 
ny, and DECL ARE, that no memberof this State by law. 

- 2X ſhall be disfranchiſed, or deprived of any of the 

ou IF rights or privileges ſecured to the ſubjects of this 
State, by this conſtitution, unleſs by the law of 

:3 F the land, or the judgment of his peers. 


. 

W. 

Ws * 8 
3 
1 


dif- XIV. That neither the aſſembly or the ſenate — 

the ſhall have power to adjourn themſelves for any for longer 

N longer time than two days, without the mutual than 2 days 

nay cConſent of both. | without 

55 it | conſent of 
1c i both 

di- 3 8 XV. That houſes. 


E * 


if — they XV. That whenever the Aſſembly and Senate 
N e ® th * diſagree, a conference ſhall be held in the pre- 
1+ 144 erence . 

deo be held, ſence of both, and be managed by Committees to 
and the be by them reſpectively choſen by ballot. That 


i manner of the doors both of the Senate and Aſſembly ſhall 


Yr 4 * 1 
11 
1 

9 | 
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; | —_ he at all times be kept open to all perſons, except 


be open, when the welfare of the State ſhall require their WM. ; 
and Jour- debates to be kept ſecret. And the Journals of MF. 
8 lth: F ub- all their proceedings ſhall be kept in the manner 
meg. heretofore accuſtomed by the General Aſſembly 
1 of the colony of New* York, and except ſuch parts 
as they ſhall as aforeſaid, reſpectively determine 


N "if 1 | Y 
Wi! not to make public, be from day to day (if the 


Wl & bulineſsof the legiſlature will permit) publiſhed. 
. 
ALimitati- XVI. It is nevertheleſs provided, that the 
1 en ob. ag number of Senators ſhall never exceed one hun- 
| bil Jas . dred, nor the number of Aſſembly three hundred; 
A bndRepre. but that whenever the number ot Senators ſhall 
i | fentatives amount to one hundred, or of the Aſſembly to 
4 in Aſſem- three hundred, then and in ſuch caſe, the legiſla- 
Wy, Ny. ture ſhall from time to time thereafter, by laws 
li | for that purpoſe, apportion and diſtribute the jaid 
| "il one hundred Senators and three hundred Repre- W 
1 ſentatives, among the great diſtricts and counties Y 
of this State in proportion to the number of their 
{PRE reſpective electors; ſo that the repreſentation of 
| 1 the good people of this State, both in the Senate 3 
166 and Aſſembly, ſhall tor ever remain proportion- 
ate and adequate, | 8 


'Theſu- XVII. And this Convention doth further, in F 
% drein ener the name and by the authority of the good people "Pp 
Md! power veſt- of this State, ORDAIN, DETERMINE 

ed ip a Go- and DECL ARE, that the ſupreme executive 
1 a power and authority of this State ſhall be veſted EF 
%½ every three in a Governor; and that ftatedly once in every 
1118 | years. LLLICC 


"es 833 


three years, and as often as the ſeat of govern- Qualiffca- 
ment ſhall become vacant, a wiſe and diſcreet tion of 


treeholder of this State ſhall be by ballot elected 1 


Governor, by the freeholders of this Sta le, qua- | 
ified as before deſcribed to elect Senators; which Time and 
elections ſhall be always held at the times and _ 25 
places of chuſing repreſentatives in aſſembly for election. 
each reſpective county; and that the perſon who 

H hath the greateſt number of votes within the ſaid a 
State, ſhall be Governor thereof. | 


XVIII. That the Governor ſhall continue in His pow 


office three years, and ſhall, by virtue of his of- ers. 
X fice, be General and Commander in Chief of all 
the militia, and Admiral of the navy of this 


State; that he ſhall have power to convene the 
Aſſembly and Senate on extraordinary occaſions, 
to prorogue them trom time to time, provided 
ſuch prorogations ſhall not exceed ſixty days in 
the ſpace of any one year; and at his diſcretion 
to grant reprieves and pardons to perſons con- 
victed of crimes, other than treaſon or murder, 
in which he may ſuſpend the execution of the 
ſentence, until it ſhall be reported to the legiſlſa- 
ture at their ſubſequent meeting; and they ſhall 
either pardon or direct the execution of the cri- 


minal, or grant a further reprieve. 


XIX. That it ſhall be the duty of the Gover- And du- 
nor to inform the legiſlature, at every ſeſſions, of ties. 
the condition of the State, fo far as may reſpect 
his department; to recommend ſuch matters to 


their conſideration as ſhall appear to him to con- 


cern its good government, weltare and proſperity; 
to correipond with the Continental Congreſs, and 
other States; to tranſact all neceſſary buſineſs 
with the officers of government, civil and mili- 
C- 3 tary; 


8 


tary; to take care that the laws are faithfully 


| executed to the beſt of his ability; and to expe- be 
| dite all ſuch meaſures as may be reſolved upon fro 
| by the legiſlature. | in 
| | * | a mi. 
Lieutenant XX. That a Lieutenant-Governor ſhall, at ele. 
| Governor. eyery election of a Governor, and as often as the cee 


| Lieutenant-Governor ſhall die, reſign, or be re- 
Manner of moved from office, be elected in the ſame man- 
election. ner with the Governor, to continue in office, the 


until the next election of a Governor; and ſuch of 
Lieutenant-Governor ſhall, by virtue of his of- and 
To be Pre- fice, be Preſident of the Senate, and, upon an Sta 
3 . Equal diviſion, have a caſting voice in their de- W to « 
| ciſions, but not vote on any other occaſion. he 
1 | = the 


His office And in caſe of the impeachment of the Gover- 
as Lieute- nor or his removal from office, death, reſignation 
e * or abſence from the State, the Lieutenant-Gover- 
| nor ſhall exerciſe all the power and authority ap- 
| pertaining to the office of Governor, until ano- 
ther be choſen, or the Governor abſent, or im- 

eached, ſhall return or be acquitted. Provided 

| that where the Governor ſhall, with the conſent 
| of the legiſlature, be out of the State, in time 
of war, at the head of a military force thereof, 
he ſhall ſtill continue in his command of all the 
military force of this State, both by ſea and land. 


44 


When XXI. That whenever the Government ſhall 
Lieutenant be adminiſtered by the Lieutenant-Governor or 
N or he ſhall be unable to attend as Preſident of the 
gers Go. Senate, the Senators ſhall have power to elect 
vernment, one of their own members to the office of Preſi- 
Senators to dent of the Senate, which he ſhall exerciſe pro 


_ *—— ol zac vice. And if, during ſuch vacancy of the of- 


members fice of Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor ſhall ed 
| be = <ecrs, 


E 
be impeached, diſplaced, reſign, die or be abſent to be Preſi- 


| dent, who, 
from the State, the Preſident of the Senate ſhall 1 


in like manner as the Lieutenant-Governor, ad- vAcaneyl 
miniſter the government, until others ſhall be ſhall admi- 


elected by the ſuffrage of the people at the ſuc- niſter the 
ceeding election. — 


XXII. And this Convention doth further, in Appoint- 
te name and by the authority of the good people —_— 

of this State, ORDAIN, DETERMINE * Tit 
and DECLARE, that the Treaſurer of this : 
State ſhall be appointed by act of the legiſlature, 

to originate with the aſſembly: Provided that 

he ſhall not be elected out of either branch of 

the legiſlature. 


XXIII. That all officers, other than thoſe, Manner of 
= who by this conſtitution are directed to be other- appointing 
wiſe appointed, ſhall be appointed in the manner _— | 
following, to wit, The aſſembly ſhall, once in Con 
every year, openly nominate and appoint one of ang coun- 
the Senators from each great diſtrict, which Se- cil of ap- 
nators ſhall form a council for the appointment Pointment 
of the {aid officers, of which the Governor for the 
time being, or the Lieutenant-Governor, or the 
Preſident of the Senate, when they ſhall re- 
ipectively adminiſter the government, ſhall be 
Preſident and have a caſting voice, hut no other vote; 
and with the advice and conſent of the ſaid coun- 
cil, ſhall appoint all the ſaid officers; and that 
4 majority of the ſaid council be a quorum. And 
further, the ſaid Senators ſhall not be eligible to 
the ſaid council for two years ſucceſſively. 


XXIV. That all military officers be appoint- Military 
ed during pleaſure; that all commiſſioned offi- officers, 
gers, civil and military, be commiſſioned by the e. 
Governor, Pte. 


5 


Chancel- Governor, and that the Chancellor, the Judges 


lor, Judges a 5 
e of the ſupreme court, and firſt Judge of the 


of county reſpectively attained the age of ſixty vears. 
. court, dur- 3 | . ** 
| ing good 


holding o- 


ther offices : 
{| with ſome that the firſt Judges of the county courts in the 


» exceptions ſeveral counties, ſhall not at the ſame time hold 


ed or appointed to any other office, excepting as 


which to ſerve. 


court, and COUNty court in every county, hold their offices 
f rrſt Judge during good behaviour, or until they ſhall have Mz 


bY behaviour, XXV. That the Chancellor and Judges of the 
{1 Diſqualifi- ſupreme court, ſhall not at the ſame time hold 
ed from any other office, excepting that of Delegate to the 

| General Congreſs, upon ſpecial occaſions; and 


any other office, excepting that of Senator, or * 
Delegate to the General Congreſs: But if the 
Chancellor or either of the ſaid Judges be elect- 


is before excepted, it ſhall be at his option in 


|| Sheriffs XXVI. That Sheriffs and Coroners be annu- i 
and Coro- ally appointed; and that no perſon ſhall be ca- 


lers. pable of holding either of the ſaid offices more 

N than four years ſucceſſively, nor the Sheriff of | 

| holding any other office at the ſame time, I 
| „„ Iclerk 
| Regitters XXVII. ANDBEIT FURTHER OR- Point 
and clerks DA INE D, that the regiſter and clerks in chan- futur. 
3 31 cery be appointed by the Chancellor; the clerks WF _ 
in . of the ſupreme court by the Judges of the ſaid 3 XX 
court, court; the clerk of the court of probates by the n the 
court of judge of the ſaid court; and the regiſter and WL 

y . marſhal of the court of admiralty by the Judge 8%, * 
2 111 of the admiralty. -The {aid martha], regiſters 'F omin 
« ſhal of ad- and clerks to continue in office during the plea- he wl 
e miralty, ſure of thoſe by whom they are to be appointed after v 
1 weir Pow as aforelaid. End th 
1 ers. cleg⸗ 


And 


! 
And that all Attorneys, Solicitors and Coun- Counſel- 


ſellors at Law, hereafter to be appointed, be ap- lors, At- 


- pointed by the court, and licenſed by the firſt 2703 


a | ; and Solici- 

e judge of the court in which they ſhall reſpectively tors at Law 
plead or practiſe; and be regulated by the rules how ap- 
and orders of the ſaid courts, : pointed. 

Cc | | 

d WW XXVII. AND BE IT FURTHER Hef 

ae WOR DAINED, that where by this Convention hich are 

1d the duration of any office ſhall not be aſcertained, not poſi- 


W ſuch office ſhall be conſtrued to be held during 3 
the pleaſure of the Council of Appointment: Ne com. 
or Provided that new commiſſions ſhall be iſſued to miſſions e- 
1c judges of the county courts (other than to the very three 
t- W firſt judge) and to juſtices of the peace, once at lee 4 
as leaſt in every three years. county 

N | courts, &c. 
XXIX. That town clerks, ſuperviſors, aſ- 3 
Mſeſſors, conſtables and collectors, and all other erke, ſu- 
oy y * perviſors, 
officers heretofore eligible by the people, ſhall al- aſſeſſors, 
ways continue to be ſo eligible, in the manner di- &c. how 


re ¶rected by the preſent or future acts of legiſlature. eligible. 


| That loan officers, county treaſurers, and Loan offi- 
clerks of the ſuperviſors, continue to be ap- bers, coun- 
pointed in the manner directed by the preſent or Lo. 
future acts of the legiſlature. | — 


FA 
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XXX. That Delegates to repreſent this State Delegates 
in the General Congreſs of the United States of in the Ge- 


1d America, be annually appointed as follows, 0 No _ 
= . 7 greſs of the 

ge eit, The Senate and Aſſembly ſhall each openly United 

rs pommate as many perſons as ſhall be equal to States, 


a. the whole number of Delegates to be appointed; how x 
ed after which nomination they ſhall meet together, Panted. 
end thoſe perſons named in both liſts ſhall be 
clegates; and out of thoſe perſons whoſe names 

| „„ are 


C0 13 


are not 1n both liſts, one half ſhall be choſen by 0 . 
the joint ballot of the Senators and Members of 
Aſſembly, ſo met together as aforeſaid. 


k Z BY 
ind 


Stile of XXXI. That the ſtile of all laws ſhall be as 4 mal 

laws and follows, 70 wit, BE IT ENACTED by the people of 
writs, . 

the State of New-York, repreſented in Senate and 

Aſſembly. And that all writs and other proceed- Wl 

ings ſhall run in the name of the people of the 

State of New-York, and be teſted in the name of 

the Chancellor or Chief Judge of the court from 

whence they ſhall iſſue. . 


Court of XXXII. And this Convention doth further, 
Impeach- F in the name and by the authority of the good peo- | 
3 ple of this State, ORDA IN, DE TERMINE 
and DECLARE, that a court ſhall be inſti- 

tuted for the trial of Impeachments, and the Cor- 

rection of Errors, under the regulations which 


ſhall be eſtabliſned by the legiſlature; and to con- 


= * fiit of the Preſident of the Senate, for the time 
= being, and the Senators, Chancellor, and Judges X 
it of the Supreme Court, or the major part of them; MOR 1 
Mlanner of except that when an impeachment ſhall be pro- ment 


ö * ſecuted againſt the Chancellor, or either of the ¶ the p 
iF . 


i 
. 
14 
1 | 
< 
4 
1 
1 
i 
* 
4 
1 
1 
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Judges of the Supreme Court, the perſon ſo im- coun 
peached ſhall be ſuſpended from exerciſing his 
office, until his acquittal: And in like manner, 
when an appeal from a decree in equity ſhall be in the 
heard, the Chancellor ſhall inform the court of ple of 
the reaſons of his decree, but ſhall not have aM and 1 
voice in the final ſentence, And if the cauſe toM mon 

be determined ſhall be brought up by writ of er- Engl; 
ror on a queſtion of law, on a judgment in the Wrhe l. 
Supreme Court, the Judges of that Court ſhall toget 
aſſign the reaſons of ſuch their judgment, but ſhall Frhe n. 
not have a voice for its afirmance or reverſal. Lord 

XXXIII. That 


N k 1 

= XRXXXII. That the power of impeaching all Power of 
WW officers of the State, for mal and corrupt conduct impeach- 
in their reſpective offices, be veſted in the repre- e 
eentatives of the people in aſſembly; but that it 
mall always be neceſſary that two third parts of 


the members preſent ſhall conſent to and agree 

nd in ſuch impeachment. That previous to the trial Trial. 
— of every impeachment, the members of the ſaid 

2 


court ſhall reſpectively be ſworn, truly and im- 
partially to try and determine the charge in 
queſtion, according to evidence; and that no judgment. 
judgment of the ſaid court ſhall be valid, unleſs 

it ſhall be aſſented to by two third parts of the 
er, ; members then preſent ; nor ſhall it extend farther 


O Wi than to removal from office, and diſqualification 
E to hold or enjoy any place of honour, truſt or 
ti- profit, under this State. But the party ſo con- 
d 


victed, ſhall be, nevertheleſs, liable and ſubject 


go indictment, trial, judgment and puniſhment, 


according to the laws of the land. * 
| * 


zes XXXIV. AND IT IS FURTHER Counſel 
1; WF ORDAINED, that in every trial on impeach- allowed to 
ro- ment or indictment for crimes or miſdemeanors, Perſons 


| 3 tried 
the the party impeached or indicted ſhall be allowed — 
n- x counſel, as in civil actions. ment or in- 
his ; dictment. 


er, | XXXV. And this Convention doth further, 

n the name and by the authority of the good peo- 

ot ple of this State, ORDAIN, DETERMINE N 
c *WFand DECLARE, that ſuch parts of the com- Laws of 
doi mon law of England, and of the ſtatute law of the State. 
cr- 2+ ngland and Great-Britain, and of the acts of 

the 3 the legiſlature of the colony of New-York, as 

FF together did form the law of the ſaid colony on 

che nineteenth day of April, in the year of our 

Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 

D 2 | live, 
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the legiſlature of this State ſhall, from time to | 


— —ä—— — — — AO — —„—-— — nr, — — 
<—_ er gy a6 A - — rage ww rag” n 


1 
14355 
n 


five, ſhall be and continue the law of this State; 
ſubject to ſuch alterations and proviſions, as 


time, make concerning the ſame. That ſuch of 
the ſaid acts as are temporary, ſhall expire at the 
times limited for their duration reſpectively. 
That all ſuch parts of the ſaid common law, and 
all ſuch of the ſaid ſtatutes, and acts aforeſaid, 
or parts thereof, as may be conſtrued to eſtabliſh 7 
or maintain any particular denomination of 
Chriſtians or their Miniſters, or concern the al- 
legiance heretofore yielded to, and the ſuprema- 
cy, ſovereignty, government or prerogatives, 
claimed or exerciſed by the King of Great-Britain 
and his predeceſſors, over the colony of New- 
York and its inhabitants, or are repugnant to | 
this conſtitution, be, and they hereby are, abro- 
gated and rejected. And this Convention doth ; 
farther ordain, that the reſolves or reſolutions of 
the Congreſles of the colony of New-York, and 
of the Convention of the State of New-York, now & 
in force, and not repugnant to the government 
eſtabliſhed by this Conſtitution, ſhall be confi- | 


dered as making part of the laws of this State; {W be: 
ſubject, nevertheleſs, to ſuch alterations and pro- WI 
viſions, as the legiſlature of this State may, from tow 
time to time, make concerning the ſame. 1 it 

uc 


XXXVI. AND BE FT FURTHER| 1 BE 


ORDAINED, that all grants of land within con 
this State, made by the King of ee eee fou 
or perſons acting under his authority, after theW Lor 
fourteenth day of October, one thoufand even 1 _ five 
hundred and teventy-five, ſhall be null and void: the 
But that nothing in this conſtitution contained, MI tha! 


ſhall be conſtrued to affect any grants of and 2 val 


within this State, made by the authority of they wit! 
ſaid 


LW 3: 
| faid King or his predeceſſors, or to annul any- 
charters to bodies politic, by him or them or 


to any of them, made prior to that day. And that 
of none of the ſaid charters ſhall be adjudged to be 
he void by reaſon of any non-uſer or miſuſer of any 
ly. WW of their reſpective rights or privileges, between 
nd il the nineteenth day of April, in the year of our 
id, Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
iſh five, and the publication of this conſtitution. 


And further, that all ſuch of the officers de- Charter 
ſcribed in the ſaid charters reſpectively, as by the officers. | ; 
terms of the ſaid charters, were to be appointed _ 

by the Governor of the colony of New-York, _, 
with or without the advice and conſent of the 
Council of the ſaid King, in the ſaid colony, 


W- | 
to ſhall henceforth be appointed by the Council 
ro- eſtabliſhed by this conſtitution, for the appoint- 
"th WL ment of officers in this State, until otherwiſe 


= rected by the legiſlature. 1 
XXXVII. AND WHERE As it is of 


ent W great importance to the ſafety of this State, that 
1ſ1- WF peace and amity with the Indians within the ſame, 
te; ¶ be at all times ſupported and maintained. AND 
ro- WHEREAS, the frauds too often practiſed 


towards the ſaid Indians, in contracts made for 

their lands, have, in divers inſtances, been pro- 
ductive of dangerous diſcontents and animoſities; Purchaſes 

RBEIT ORDAINED, that no purchaſes or or con- 


tracts with 


hin contracts for the ſale of lands made fince the a 

- : the Indians 
iin, fourteenth day of October, in the year of our for lands 
the Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- regulated. 


ven five, or which may hereafter be made with or of 


id: the ſaid Indians, within the limits of this State, 
cd, hall be binding on the ſaid Indians, or deemed 
nd, valid, unleſs made under the authority, and 

e wich the conſent of the legiſlature of this State. 


D 2 XXXVIIL AND 


„ 1 


5 L- 1 = 
XXXVIII. AND WHERE As we are 


required by the benevolent principles of rational 
liberty, not only to expel civil tyranny, but alſo 
to guard againſt that ſpiritual oppreſſion and in- 
tolerance, wherewith the bigotry and ambit.on | 
of weak and wicked prieſts and princes, have 
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6 ſcourged mankind: This Convention doth fur- 

by ther, in the name and by the authority of the ¶ che 
Wo good people of this State, ORDAIN, DE- leg 
Freedom TERMINE and DECLARE, that the free of 
0 1264/5 wg exerciſe and enjoyment of religious profeſſion and 7am 
I 2nd Jo. worſhip, without diſcrimination or preterence, 8 
mp. ſhall for ever hereafter be allowed within this ſtor 
0 State to all mankind. Provided that the liberty FAM 
5 of conſcience hereby granted, ſhall not be ſo chi 
bi conſtrued, as to excuſe acts of licentiouſneſs, or bliſ 
"_ juſtify practices inconſiſtent with the peace or W <1 
il ſafety of this State. : 
10 | | 1 55 5 
| XXXIX. AND WHEREAS the mini- D! 
1 ſters of the goſpel are, by their profeſſion, dedi- int 
Ul cated to the ſervice of God and the cure of fouls, Mt Ple 
("nn and ought not to be diverted from the great du- h 
Miniſters ties of their function; therefore, no miniſter of of 


22 Wann 


of the goſ- the goſpel, or prieſt of any denomination what- 
. ſoever, ſhall, at any time hereafter, under any 
military Pretence or deſcription whatever, be eligible to, 
office. or capable of holding any civil or military office 


or place, within this State. 


22 
— . 


XL. AND WHEREAS it is of the ut- 
moſt 1mportance to the ſatety of every State, 
that it ſhould always be in a condition of defence; 
and it is the duty of every man, who enjoys the 
protection of ſociety, to be prepared and willing 
to defend it; this Conventiorr therefore, in the 
name and by the authority of the good people of 

this 
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| this State, cork ORDALY DETERMINE E 
and DECLARE, that |. 


militia of this State, Militia. ' 
at all times hereafter, as well in peace as in war, , 


W ſhall be armed and diſciplined, and in readineſs 7 . A 
W for {-rvice. That all ſuch of the inhabitants of Exempti- 


this State, being of the people called Quakers, on. 


as from ſcruples of conſeience, may be averſe to 
WE the bearing of arms, be therefrom excuſed by the 


7 legiſlature; and do pay to the State ſuch ſums 


of money, in lieu of their perſonal ſervice, as the 


oy ſame may, in the judgment of the legiſlature, be 


worth: And that a proper magazine of warlike Magazines 


| ſtores, proportionate to the number of inhabi- 


tants, be, for ever hereafter, at the expence of 


| this State, and by acts of the legiſlature, eſta- 
bliſhed, maintained, and continued in every 


county in this State. 


XLI. And this Convention doth further OR- Trial by 


I DAIN, DETERMINE and DECLARE, jar to fe. 


main invi- 


in the name and by the authority of the good PEDO- olate for- 


LEE e 
W 


or this State, ORDAIN, DE 


ple of this State, that trial by jury, in all caſes in ever. 


which it hath heretofore been uſed in the colony 
of New-York, ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and remain 


inviolate forever. And that no acts of attainder No acts of 


ſhall be paſſed by the legiſlature of this State, attainder. 


for crimes other than thoſe committed before the 


termination of the prove war; and that ſuch Exception, 
acts ſhall not work a cortuption of blood. And No new 


further, that the legiſlature of this State ſhall, at Sburts to be 
. inſtituted, 


no time hereafter, inſtitute any new court or but uch 
courts, but ſuch as ſhall proceed according to ſhall pro- 


the courſe of the common law. ceed ac- 


| cording to | 
. = . the courſe 
XLII. And this Convention doth further, in ofthe 


the name and by the authority of the good people mon law. 


and 
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| Naturaliz- and DE/CL AR Nhat it ſhall be in the dif. | 


| ation by cretion f the legin, aùre to naturalize all ſuch 


1 


_—_— 2 — 


perſons, and in ſuch manner as they ſhall think 
proper; provided all ſuch of the pertons, ſo to 
be by them naturalized, às being born in parts 
beyond ſea, and out of the United States of 


America, ſhall come to ſettle in, and become ſub- 
jects of this State, ſhall take an oath of allegiance 


to this State, and abjure and renounce all alle- 
glance and ſubjection to all and every foreign 
King, Prince, Potentate and State, in all matters 
eccleſiaſtical as well as civil. | 


By order, | 
LEONARD GANSEVOORT, Preſ. pro tem. 


In CoxnvenTIon of the REPRESENTATIVES of the 


State of New-York, KINGSTON, April 20, 1777. 


RESOLVED, That Mr. Robert R. Li- 
vingſton, General Scott, Mr, Morris, Mr, Abra- 


ham Yates, Mr. Jay and Mr. Hobart be a Com- 1 | 
mittee to prepare and report a plan for organiz- | 


ing and eſtabliſhing the government agreed to 
by this Convention. 


Extract from the minutes, 


JOHN M<KESSON, Secretary. 
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